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truly astonishing. Suffice it to state that they have gone
over the boundless field of speculative conjectures respect-
ing all the possible ways of fulfilling or trespassing
the precepts and regulations that concern the body of
religious.

Every law and precept must have a sanction. This
essential requisite is not wanting in the Buddhist system.
Let us examine in what consists the reward attending a
regular and correct observance of the precepts, and what
is the punishment inflicted on the transgressors of these
ordinances. As usual, we will follow our author and
allow him to make known his own opinions on this im-
portant subject. It is often inquired of us, says he, why
some individuals live here during many years, whilst
others appear but for a short time on the scene of this
world. The reason of the difference in the respective
condition of these persons is obvious and evident. The
first, during their former existence, have faithfully observed
the first command and refrained from killing beings, hence
their long life; the second, on the contrary, have been
guilty of some trespassings of this precept, and therefore
the influence of their former crimes causes the shortness
of their life. In a similar manner we account for all
the differences that exist in the conditions of all beings.
The observance or trespassing of one or several precepts
creates the positions of happiness and unhappiness, of
riches and poverty, of beauty and ugliness, that chequer
the lives and positions of mortals in this world.

In addition to -the rewards bestowed immediately in
this world, there are the six seats of Nats, where all sorts
of recompenses are allotted, during immense periods, to
those who.have correctly attended to the ordinances of
the law. There are likewise places of punishment in the
several hells, reserved to the transgressors of the precepts
The conditions of animal, Athoorikes and Preittas, are
other states of punishment.

A lengthened account of all that relates to the blissful